Shabbat Shira 


JANUARY 29, 6:45-7:30; 7:30-9:00 PM 
JANUARY 30, 10:15 AM 
On Friday come first for Shabbat 


Boogie, as we dance our way into — 
_ a Shabbat spirit, then stay for a full 


Kabbalat Shabbat filled with music 
_and song. Saturday, rejoin us for 

a niggun/chanting service includ- 
ing the reading of Shirat Hayam / 


_ Song of the Sea from the Torah. 


Music in the Mishkan 

SUNDAY, JANUARY 31, 4:00 PM 
SUNDAY, MARCH 28, 4:00 PM 
SUNDAY, MAY 2, 4:00 PM 

Come to Sha’ar Zahav’s Chamber 
Music Concert Series, featuring — 
The Bridge Players. See page 5 
inside for details! — 


Cantor Unplugged III 
FEBRUARY 20, 


~ |Cantor Sharon Bernstein and 


friends in a musical extravaganza 
of musical theater, Yiddish, and 


more! Purchase advance tickets 


i 
} 


~ by contacting the Sha’ar 


Zahav office. 


(more on page 4) 


Friday Night Spirit 
f you have a child between 6 and 12, or are a child at heart, you might want to 
check out Sha’ar Zahav on the third Friday of every month for Friday Night 
Spirit—our new program filled with music, story telling and ruach...straight 
from the heart. 

We have developed this service as the next step for those who have attended 
the wildly popular Friday Night Live, designed for children up to six years of age. 
The beauty of Friday Night Live, now in its third year, is that it introduces Shabbat 
with singing, dancing and joy. The new program, Friday Night Spirit, continues 
that love of Shabbat for older children. 

But there is another very important reason that we have created this service. We 
all keep hearing about families that are not members of a synagogue, but might 
want to give their children a sense of the joy and warmth of Judaism. We hope you 
can invite these friends and neighbors who may not generally be synagogue atten- 
dees. ; 

So what is so special about Friday Night Spirit? The service is led by Deborah 
Newbrun, who was Director of Camp Tawonga for 25 years and is expert at making 
Judaism come alive for kids. She is joined by Isaac Zones, a Tawonga song leader, 
and our own Daniel Meyer-O’Keeffe, who grew up in Shar’ar Zahay, as they lead 
joyful singing in English and Hebrew. And, to add to the fun, there is Brady Gill, 
storyteller extraordinaire, who makes any tale fabulous. 

Friday Night Spirit starts at 5:45 PM with snacks, followed by the service. At 
7:00 PM, we go downstairs for (free) dinner as acommunity. Our next FNS will be 
on January 22, 2009, so please invite your friends and bring a family looking for a 
joyous experience. 

And one more thing: Isaac, Daniel and Deborah have created a CD with the 
music from Friday Night Spirit, to take home or give to friends. It also allows every- 
one to learn the songs and join in. We began giving the CD away at Friday Night 
Spirit on December 18th as the perfect Chanukah gift, one that will fill Friday 
nights with song and spirit throughout the year. 


~ Dwelling in the House 


‘ DAVID declares:... You help me find 
serenity even in the midst of life’s deepest dis- 

} tress... The ordinary concepts of ‘good fortune’ or 
_ ‘calamity’ therefore no longer have meaning for 
me. Changes in my fortune cannot disturb the 

in * table of spiritual contentment You have set 
before me” [S. R. Hirsch on Psalm 23]. 

We are used to hearing the words at funerals. For 2000 years, 
the 23rd Psalm has offered, to those who are tired and grieving 
and hungry for comfort and love, an image of rest and peace, of 
nourishment and shelter. That is one of the things religion can 
do. It looks directly at the world, as it is, and then presents an op- 
positional image, of how the world could be. It fills our heads and 
our hearts with these images, and then organizes us around our 
shared commitment to bring these images to life. 

Religious communities have the power to open doors into alter- 
native universes—not in some bizarre, Star Trek sort of way, but in 
the simplest way imaginable—by modeling a different kind of life. 

What does the 23rd Psalm have to say to us? What does it have 
to say to the children in our community? It is about having all that 
you need. It is about having time to breathe, and spending time out- 
side, under the sky, and feeling safe enough to lie down in peace. It 
is about still waters and clear paths. It is about sensing that your life 
has purpose and direction. Itis most of all about knowing that what- 
ever happens you are not alone, and that because of this you can 
walk through places overshadowed by darkness and death. 

One line continually remains in my mind: “Thou preparest 
a table before me in the presence of mine enemies.” At first 
we picture a soldier somewhere on a distant battlefield open- 
ing up his K-ration, his sealed packet of food, and sitting down 
to eat—finding a moment of respite amidst the tumult of war. 

But we can take the image much farther than that. All of us 
live “in the presence of enemies,” and there are plenty of en- 
emies out there all the time, threatening to grind down our 
spirits and cast us into despair. Our young people live sur- 
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Cong regation 


Sha‘ar Zahav Staff 


rounded by enemies: academic, social and sexual pressures; 
drugs; violent; shattered families absent or abusive parents; 
poverty; boredom; a culture that glorifies the superficial. 

What kind of table can we set before us to help ourselves 
survive times that can be dark and chaotic? How can we nour- 
ish and sustain ourselves in the presence of enemies? 

Congregation Sha’ar Zahav in particular, and religious con- 
gregations in general have a special role to play in laying the 
table. For we are the keepers of powerful images that restore the 
soul, and we are commanded to turn these images to reality. We 
are the makers of sanctuary—safe places where we and our chil- 
dren can know that we matter, that we are made in the image of 
God, each and every one of us of irreducible worth; irreplace- 
able, entitled to respect; with a crucial role to play in the world. 

We are the builders of a value-centered community that 
demonstrates an alternative ethic, opposed to the materialistic 
messages that beam down to us from every conceivable media 
outlet. We create a place where you are not judged and pigeon- 
holed by what you look like or how much you weigh, or your car 
or your clothes or your gender-queerness. We try to dwell in the 
House of the Holy One, a place where nobody is mocked for not 
fitting in or rejected for not being cool. We use words like love and 
justice and seek to realize these values in all our relationships. 
Here in this sacred community, this kehillah kedushah, you can 
come out of the cold and find that a different climate prevails. 

It’s a pity that the 23rd psalm is only hauled out for funer- 
als. Because I see it as a celebration of life—a healthy, relaxed 
and contented life where we are nourished by community, tra- 
dition and faith; where we have a chance to breathe deeply and 
think and thank and dream and figure out how to make things 
better in a sustainable way. 

In this season of gift-giving, let us lift up and celebrate the man- 
ifold blessings that grace our lives. Let us reach beyond ourselves 
and connect to others through service; let us mobilize our gifts and 
talents to heal this broken world, so that all may know true refuge. 


RABBI’S ASSISTANT AND 
MEMBERSHIP LIASON Greg Lawrence 


ha’ar ahav RABBI Camille Shira Angel (x303) greg@shaarzahav.org oe 
290 Dolores Street (x301) rabbiangel@aol.com ADMINSTRATIVE ASSISTANT Shaun Hannan 
San Francisco CA 94103 CANTOR Sharon Bernstein — (x304) shaun@shaarzahav.org 
VOICE 415-861-6932 (x313) cantorbernstein@ gmail.com a 
FAX 415-861-6081 RABBINIC INTERN Reuben Zellman Officers 
EMAIL office @shaarzahav.org (x306) reuben@shaarzahav.org PRESIDENT Alex Ingersoll 
wes http://www.shaarzahav.org ADMINISTRATOR Regina Wurst ingersollax@earthlink.net 


Congregation Sha’ar Zahav is a member 
of the Union for Reform Judaism, the 
World Congress of Gay, Lesbian, Bisexual 
and Transgender Jews, and the 

San Francisco Organizing Project 
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A LITTLE OVER ayear ago, my 

brother-in-law Larry died. Martin’s brother. 

Not many people at Sha’ar Zahav knew him 

— although a few had met him. He lived in 

Menlo Park and had been to services with us 

a few times. He had given a memorable toast 
at our wedding. But that was in Provincetown and not many 
from Sha’ar Zahav were there. Nonetheless, the communal 
response was remarkable. Martin moved here after living for 
30 years in Boston and felt as supported as though he had 
been in San Francisco for a lifetime. Many friends — as well as 
people we barely knew — showed up. They called the house, 
sent notes and made memorial donations, attended the 
funeral, packed our living room for a shiva minyan, and had 
kind words or a hand on the shoulder during the year Martin 
stood to recite kaddish every week. 

Feeling comforted, supported, loved, not alone — part ofa 
community. These are all important at so many times in our 
lives. And for these we feel deep gratitude. Gratitude ... I like 
that word. 

I recently went to a funeral for a member I didn’t know 

a@ell. I had talked briefly to him and his husband a couple of 

6. at services. I was present for the naming of their 
aughter, but I can’t claim that I knew them well. A couple of 

people commented that it was nice of me as president to 
come to the funeral and to one of the shiva minyans. But I 
wasn’t there as president. I was there because something 
pulled me there. The details of that feeling aren’t important. 
What’s important is that I allowed myself to act upon it. As 
did the many other members who showed up — with home- 
made bagels, with kugels and cakes — and sometimes with 
just with their presence. 

Each week we publish the Mi Shebeirach list in the Shab- 
bat Shalom handout at services. The service leader encour- 
ages us to look through the list, to call someone we know on 
the list, to offer a kind word to those who are present. Sha’ar 
Zahav doesn’t have a functioning Bikkur Cholim committee 
at present, but somehow we are able to help those in need. 


Va‘ad Members 


IMMEDIATE PAST PRESIDENT 


\Beth Ross 
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Recently, practical support has been organized either directly 
by a coordinator or through one of the on-line scheduling 
services for members who face serious long-term health 


issues, for those with a temporary incapacity, as well as for 
families rebuilding their lives after a loss. 

“But what can I do?” you may ask. My answer is: “You’d be 
surprised. Most everyone can do a lot.” Prepare a meal, offer a 
needed ride to/from work, schedule a visit to chat, walk some- 
one’s dog when they can’t, help someone get to a medical A) 


appointment, do some grocery shopping, offer to baby-sit. Some oe 
of these tasks are during the day when schedule may be a prob- > 
lem for you, buta lot of needs can be met at other times when it = 


really could be convenient for you. Contact Greg Lawrence in the 
office to ask about current or future caring opportunities. 

Those of us who have experienced crisis have benefited 
from Rabbi Angel’s gentle questions, from her listening, from 
her instructive and caring words. We have also felt the benefit 
of Cantor Bernstein’s blessings. But it can’t all be on our 
clergy’s shoulders to deliver “community”. Many have com- 
mented that they don’t know what to do, what to say. It’s hard — 
but it’s also easy, and gets easier with experience. When some- 
one is ill — just an expression of concern, and a offer to help. 
When someone is grieving — a smile, a hug, a question about 
the person to solicit a memory can be a comfort. Or some- 
times, just being there with the person is comfort enough. 

It’s been a difficult year for Martin and for me following 
Larry’s death. But the caring of our Sha’ar Zahav community 
has been a blessing. It has also continually surprised us — as 
people sent notes on his yahrzeit, invited us to dinner after 
the unveiling. Showed that they cared by asking how we were 
doing, by recalling a memory - or asking us to tell them 
something about Larry. 

I know that this feeling of gratitude is shared by many who 
have experienced the love and support of our community. 
This past fall, our long-time member Elliot Klein died. His 
former partner, Steve Weitz, wrote to me that he and Elliot’s 
co-parents, Susan Colson and Maureen Anderson, wanted to 


express something more widely than writ- (continued on page 5) 


The Jewish Gaily Forward is published six 
times a year by Congregation Sha’ar Zahay. 
Permission to reprint with attribution is 
granted. Articles reflect the opinion of their 
authors and not those of Congregation Sha’ar 
Zahav. Proofing errors will be atoned for each 
Yom Kippur. 

ADVERTISERS; contact Jo Ellen Green Kaiser 

at jgkaiser @earthlink.net or 415-939-0823. 
Congregation Sha’ar Zahav reserves the 

right to reject any ad. 
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What's 
Up at 
Sha‘ar 
_ Zahav 


(continued from page 1) 


SOCIAL ACTION 


JFCS Tenderloin Outreach Lunch 

Friday, February 26, 12:45 pm 

Come join Rabbi Angel and Sha’‘ar Zahay 
members to serve lunch with JFCS resi- 
dents during Purim. At this Sha’ar Zahavy- 
sponsored program, Rabbi Angel will 
conduct a brief Purim service in costume. 
We will then serve lunch and eat and 
schmooze with the participants. Have fun 
while fulfilling a mitzvah! If you would like 
to join us please contact Florence at 415- 
468-3237. 


Read the JGF? — 
Love the JGF? — 
‘OK, Like the jor? 


_ Ifso, help us we We: are looking for 
"the dolomang ee 


Ad Salee—why 2 aren’t church st 

- Restaurants, Castro clubs, and 
medical professionals advei t Ha 1s 
- with us? Make the JGF self- ; 
psupporting by ue ads! 


' Laat Edi cid 
' publishing? Are you well-organiz 
_and good with words? Learn a new 


Sa aaEESaE SeenrenatameeieeseeraeeeeneEnne 
CERNE pout natty ’ 
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MEETINGS 


CSZ-SFOP Organizing Committee 
Meeting 

THURSDAY, JANUARY 7, 7:00 - 8:30 PM 
THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 4, 7:00 - 8:30 PM 

Join with other Sha’ar Zahavniks in build- 
ing relationships and in pursuing justice. 
For more information, please contact 
Dana Vinicoff (vinicoff@hotmail.com) . 


Welcoming Committee Meeting 
THURSDAY, JANUARY 14, 7:00 - 9:00 PM 
THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 11, 7:00 - 9:00 PM 
All are invited to join this vibrant, 
revitalized group as we work to make 
Sha’‘ar Zahay the most welcoming 
environment, to both new and 
longstanding members. Please 
contact Jim Acerra, jacerra 
@msn.com or Shelli Rawlings-Fein, 
shellimf@yahoo.com for 

more details. 


Va‘ad Meeting 

THURSDAY, JANUARY 21, 6:45 PM 
THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 18, 6:45 PM 

All are welcome to attend and listen to 
CSZ’s monthly board meeting with its 
pre-set agenda. 


CSZ Ritual Committee Meeting 
THURSDAY, JANUARY 28, 6:30 PM 

THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 25, 6:30 PM 

We invite all CSZ members to attend 
meetings of the Ritual Committee. You 
don’t have to be a service leader, or have 
any particular Jewish background. We’re 
looking for creative thinkers and energy to 
make our ritual life better and better. Our 
meeting begins with a Ma’‘ariv service. 


Communications Committee 

The Communications Committee meets 
virtually through google groups. Our big 
project for Spring 2010 is revamping the 
website—if you have an interest/skill in 
tech, pr, marketing, design, writing, or 
editing, we could use your input! 


CHAVUROT 


East Bay Chavurah 
FRIDAY, JANUARY 8, 6:00 - 9:00 PM 
FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 12, 6:00 - 9:00 PM 
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We invite your family and friends (non- 
members warmly welcomed) to Sha’ar 
Zahav’s East Bay Chavurah. We begin with 
a vegetarian/vegan potluck as we share 
blessings and check in, while singing, eat- 


ing, and enjoying each other’s company. At 


around 7:30, adults (and teens) are invited 
to continue our Shabbat experience with 
some meaningful text-based Jewish dia- 
logue. To RSVP please contact Jim Green- 
berg, jgjb@earthlink.net. 


Post Oneg Social Group 

FRIDAY, JANUARY 15, ~9:00 PM 

FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 19, ~9:00 PM 

After welcoming the Sabbath at Sha’ar 
Zahav’s Friday night services, we invite 
you to join Sha’ar Zahav’s Post Oneg 
Group for a pay-your-own-way dinner at 
a local restaurant. For more information 
contact Jim Acerra at jacerra@msn.com 
or Tony Enriquez at arnold _enriquez@ 
hotmail.com or meet us in the Oneg 
room. 


Mensch Group 

FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 12 ~6:00 PM 

JAY MICHAELSON SHABBAT 

Join the Mensch group, a gathering of 
Sha’ar Zahav’s self-identified men as we 
dine with Jay Michaelson, author of Every- 
thing is God: The Radical Path of Nondual 
Judaism. A frequent contributor for “The 
Huffington Post” and The Forward, and a 
co-founder of the journal Zeek, Jay also 
will be delivering the d’rash on Friday 
evening. To reserve your place at the din- 
ner table, contact Kevin Johnson, laven- 
der_jew@sbcglobal.net. 


CLASSES 


Chesed Shel Emet: Death and Mourning 
8 MONDAYS, FEBRUARY 1 —- MARCH 22, 

7:00 - 9:00 PM 

This class is presented by the Chevra Kadisha 
group and taught by Reuben Zellman. We 
will cover the entire end-of-life cycle, from 
before death through the end of formal 
mourning rituals. This class is open to the 
general public. The full class is required for 
those who are interested in volunteering 

with Sha‘ar Zahav’s Chevra Kadisha. For 
more information, contact Rose Katz at 
(415) 647-3579, rose@katz.com; or 


Reuben Zellman, (415) 861-6932 ext. 311, 


Peale 


Thinking about Adopting? Surrogacy? 
Foster Care? 

SUNDAY, JANUARY 10, 2:00 PM 

Family formation attorneys Susan Romer, 
Charlie Spiegel and Ora Prochovnick (all 
representing different practices), along 
with a few of their clients, will offer infor- 
mation and answer questions about how 
LGBT people can start or extend their 
families. Free! 


Interest in Adult B’nei Mitzvah? 
Learning Trope? 

Are you considering becoming a B’nei 
Mitzvah as an adult? We are considering 
putting together a class and program 

for the coming year. Contact Greg in the 
synagogue office: 415-861-6932 x303, 
or greg@shaarzahav.org. Are you 
intereted in learning trope? Interest 


in a B’nei Mitzvah not necessary. Email “ ul 
CantorBernstein@gmail.com. In the Mood 
SUNDAY, JANUARY 31, 4:00 PM 

mmunity Retreat e asa © : 

cre cherie | Piano Trio in G minor — Bedrich Smetana 
RESERVE NOW! Sentiments — Brian Wilson 
Connect with other Sha'ar Zahavniks ot | iano Trio No. 1 in B flat Major — Franz Schubert 
our annual retreat. Email Rebecca | 
at reb-weiner@gmail.com to reserve “ e 5 “ 
space. Cost is $215/adult, $100/kids. Fascinating Rhythm 
Scholarship available. SUNDAY. MARCH 28. 4:00 PM 

f f a e 
Trio, Fantasy and Fugue — Gideon Klein 

Gratitude Dance, Passacalia and Fugue — Hans Krasa 
Cnr ee Chasidic Dances — Zikmund Schul 
ing individual cards. Their words are 5 ‘ 
sarily String Quartet No. 3 — Viktor Ullmann 

Thank you. We would like to thank the String Quartet No. 3 ae Erich Korngold 
CSZ community for their support and 
donations in the memory of Elliot Klein. “ ° 7] 
Your caring and support for Elliot during U ncha I ned Melody 
his illness, and your support for his family of | SUNDAY, MAY 2. 4:00 PM 
friends after his passing, was deeply appreci- | ‘ z eet oe 
ated. May his memory be for a blessing. : Divertimento in E flat Major ar W.A. Mozart 

May WE all find it within ourselves to | Paysages (Countryside) — Ernest Bloch 


pay attention to those in our community. 
To their needs, their sorrows and their 
joys. May we have the presence to show ac 
tern a EP RNa CSZ MEMBERS $15 per concert or $40 series; 
deeds of caring. Gratitude. It’'sa great. | PUBLIC $20 per concert or $55 series. Advanced 
Word. Both earning itand feeling itare purchase encouraged. Call 415-861-6932. 
truly wonderful things — but not some- : 
thing any of us can do by ourselves. 


String Quartet in F minor — Felix Mendelssohn 
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3 Shabbat ha Simcha: 


ONE OF ny 


fondest memories 
growing up was spend- 
i ing time with my sister 
™ and celebrating Shab- 

@ bat. My sister became 
ba’ al t'shuvah, a person who returned to 
Orthodoxy, when I was eight and she 
was eighteen. As an orthodox Jew, she 


would observe the Sabbath—thoroughly. 


It was not the typical experience of most 


of my Berkeley cohort, to spend their Fri- 


day afternoons ripping toilet paper and 
making challah, but itis one of my fond- 
est memories of my childhood. 

Since that time, I have spent my life 
working in a myriad of ways to try to sup- 
port other people in increasing their 
Shabbat practice. I believe that Shabbos 
is one of the greatest gifts that we have 
as Jews and that it deserves attention 
and commitment. Towards that end, we 
created a new program this year, Shab- 
bat ha Simcha, the Shabbat of joy! 

We spend a great deal of time in our 
Jewish lives in sanctuary, going through 
the motions of prayer. I wanted to help 
our congregation understand why we 
do this. I wanted our community to get 
the opportunity to learn about the 
details of the service in the hopes that it 
would enrich all their prayer experi- 
ences. Our “learner’s minyans” during 
Shabbat ha Simcha have met this goal 
by teaching areas of the service in new 
and refreshing ways. 

Our Shabbat ha Simcha learning 
tracks have explored text, social issues 
and our theme of Holiness from a myr- 
iad of creative vantage points. We have 
learned as adults, adults and youth, 
parents and non-parents, young and 
old, the whole rainbow spectrum of our 
community. And what would Shabbat 
be without the sharing of a Shabbos 
meal together, especially with over 100 
people in our little oneg room? Yes, the 
food has been good. But the real suc- 
cess of this aspect of the program is 
that we get to spend a little more time 


with our community on Shabbos. 

It is my hope that after all six of these 
special Shabbats, our community will feel 
strengthened, more connected and inte- 
grated, and will increase their own Shab- 
bat practise. Have you been enjoying this 
Shabbat lunch experience? Why don’t you 
invite some of the congregation over for 
lunch after Saturday services or BSPM? Is 
there something that you learned at Shab- 
bat ha Simcha that you would like to 
explore further, let me know and I will try 
to create further learning on this topic. 

We have four more of these simchas 
to share in Shabbat together, on January 
9, February 6, March 6, and May t. I 
hope to see you at all of them! 

B’Shalom, 

Rebecca 


BEIT SEFER 
DATES 70 REMEMBER 


JANUARY — 
1/6 Wednesday Class 


1/9 Shabbat ha Simcha - 10:00 am - 1:30 pm 


1/12 Spiritual Quest Class with Rabbi 
1/13 Wednesday Class 
1/16 No Shabbat Class [Mlk Holidgy uanye 
Rubenstein-Markiewicz’s Bat Mitzvah 
1/19 Spiritual Quest Class with Rabbi 
1/20 Wednesday Class 
1/23 Shabbat Class 
1/26 Spiritual Quest Class with Rabbi 
1/27 Wednesday Class 
/ 1/30 Shabbat Class 
_ FEBRUARY 


3 Wednesday Class - Tu Be’Shevat Celebration S 
6 Shabbat ha Simcha - 10:00 am - 1:30 pm 


10 Wednesday Class 
13 No Shabbat Closs [ Presidents Weekend ] 
—Isabel Lahn Shroeder’s Bat Mitzyah 
20 Shabbat Class—Celebration of Learning 
—Begin Unit for People of the Book 
| 23 Spiritual Quest Class with Rabbi 
E 24 Wednesday Class 
27 Shabbat Class - Purim Carnival 
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Shabbat ha Simcha 


Fe SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 6, 10:15 AM 
__ Join us for a one-hour teaching — 


___ Learning tracks for kids, ocaiiee 
-_ and mixed groups. ee 


‘Scholarship available. 


FAMILY =v 
CALENDAR 


Friday Night Live! 

FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 5, 6:00 PM - ; 
Music, Dancing and Challah forkids 
0-6 and their grown-ups. Service will eet 
be followed by vegetarian potluck, x 
with pizza provided through the _ 
ee of FNL families. 


SATURDAY, JANUARY 9, 10: 15 AM 


service followed by learning wader 
and a catered vegetarian lunch. | 


Friday Night Spirit = 
FRIDAY, JANUARY 22,5:45PM 
FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 19, 5:45 PM - 


Join Camp Tawonga’s Deborah 
Newbrun, Isaac Zones, Daniel 


_ Meyer-O’Keeffe and Brady Gill for — 


a musical Shabbat geared to Kids 
7-12. Dinner at 7pm. 


East Bay Chayurch — 
FRIDAY, JANUARY 8, 6:00 PM 


FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 12, 6:00 PM 
Vegetarian potluck followedby = 


text-based Jewish dialogue. Childcare oe 


available for younger kids. To RSVP 3 


contact Jim at jgjb@earthlink.net 


Community Retreat 


JUNE 4-6, WALKER CREEK RANCH 


RESERVE NOW! — : 
Connect with other Sha‘’ar Zahayniks 
at our annual retreat. Email Rebecca 
at reb-weiner@gmail.com to reserve ae 
space. Cost is $215/adult, pnoieds 


B‘nei Mitzvah 


Danya Rubenstein-Markiewicz 
Hi! My name is Danya Rubenstein- 
Markiewicz and my bat-mitzvah is on 
January 16, 2010—Dr. Martin Luther 
King Jr.’s Birthday weekend. My portion 
is about the first seven plagues and my 
d’rash is going to focus on fighting for 
justice and magic. 

I have a lot of interest in food, espe- 
cially eating it, so my mitzvah projects 
were about food. My mitzvah projects 
included working in a garden at a Jew- 
ish cemetery in Colma and making 
meals for a family that was going 
through a rough time. 

My personal interests include draw- 
ing and designing clothes and reading 
lots of Harry Potter. I enjoy playing vol- 
aeyball for my school, Marin Country 
y School, and cooking desserts such 
~as tarts, chocolate cakes, and cookies. 

I would like to thank everyone that 
has helped me in this process, includ- 
ing: Elana, my tutor; Jeff, my mentor; 
Rabbi Angel; my family; and lots of 
other people!! 


Emma Greenberg-Bell 

My name is Emma Greenberg-Bell. I 
am in the 7th grade at Julia Morgan 
School for Girls (in the East Bay). I will 
be called to the Torah as a Bat Mitzvah 
on December 12th, 2009. My parsha is 
Vayeshev which tells the story of 
Joseph’s life and his coat of many col- 
ors. Since my Bat Mitzvah is on the first 
day of Hannukah, I have a special 
haftorah. In it is the famous quote “not 
by might not by power but by my 
spirit.” 

For my mitzvah project, I did an 
assortment of good deeds, including: 
volunteering at the library in my neigh- 
borhood. serving meals for the home- 
@: at a community service agency (in 
“West Oakland), and preparing meals for 
the homeless at Temple Beth El in 
Berkeley. 


Emma Greenberg-Bell 


Besides hanging out with my 
friends, in my spare time I play soccer 
and I play the piano. I would like to 
thank my mentor Judy Schwartz for 
helping me get ready for the big day and 
for teaching me about my Torah portion 
and to leyn Torah. I would also like to 
thank my East Bay hebrew tutor Joel 
Siegel for all of his help and all of my 
teachers at Beit Seifer Phylis Mintzer. 
Without the help of Rabbi Angel, Can- 
tor Bernstein and my service leaders; 
Paul Cohen, Sue Bojdak, and Alan Gor- 
don, I would not be as confident on the 
bima as I am now. 


Isabel “Izze” Lahn-Schroeder 
Isabel “Izze” Lillian Lahn-Schroeder, 
will be called to the Torah as a Bat Mitz- 
vah on February 13, 2010. Izze isa life- 
long member of Congregation Sha’ar 
Zahav. She has been an active partici- 
pant in synagogue life, starting with her 
baby naming at the old synagogue on 
Danvers Street, and including retreats 
at Walker Creek Ranch, many Shabbat 
Potlucks and Beit Seifer Phylilis 


Isabel “Izze” Lahn-Schroeder 


Mintzer. Several of the participants 
in Sha’ar Zahav’s first “official” Baby 
Chavurah are Izze’s friends and class- 
mates to this day! 

Izze is a seventh grader at Brandeis 
Hillel Day School. At school, she is 
engaged in all subjects but has a special 
interest in the ethical and theological 
issues discussed in Judaic Studies. She 
is an avid participant in community the- 
ater and volleyball, and has performed 
many mitzvah projects. She has a spe- 
cial talent for working with young chil- 
dren and has been an intern at her old 
drama camp and preschool. She is a 
wonderful big sister to her brother, 
Harry. 

Izze has enjoyed a warm and mean- 
ingful experience learning with her Bat 
Mitzvah mentor, Andrea Guerra. She 
also thanks the members of her Chavu- 
rah, her teachers at Brandeis and at Beit 
Seifer, Deb Levy, Rebecca Weiner, Rabbi 
Angel, Cantor Bernstein and many oth- 
ers who have nurtured the strong inter- 
est in Jewish learning that has brought 
her all the way to her Bat Mitzvah. 
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Bikkur Cholim Fund 


Jonathan Funk in honor of 
Paul Cohen. 


Chesir/Stein Music 


Max & Stefan Strassfeld in memory of 
Morton Lichtenberg. 


CSZ Siddur Bookplate(s) 

Jonathan Funk in memory of Rabbi 
Julius & Pearl Funk. 

Nancy Windesheim & Eric Zigas in 
honor of Lisa Windesheim-Zigas’ Bat 
Mitzvah 2008. 
in honor of Parker Windesheim-Zigas’ 
Bar Mitzvah 2011. 


General Fund 

Anonymous in honor of Mark 
Reisbaum as Director of the JCF 
Endowment. 

Allan Berenstein in memory of MJ 
Carlson. 
in memory of Harry Berenstein. 
in memory of Don Albert, Forrest 
Kincade, Chuck Norton & Marilyn 
O'Keeffe. 

James Carlson in memory of MJ Carlson, 
Arthur Carlson, Filippo Tuzzolino and 
Robert Roginski. 

Henry Carrey in memory of his father, 
Ruveyn Kirzhner. 
in memory of his aunt, Rose Andelman. 
in memory of his grandma, Hinde 
Kirzhner. 

Daniel Chesir in memory of 
Elliot Klein. 

Paul Cohen & Bob Gutterman in 
memory of MJ Carlson. 
in memory of Sam Rubin. 

James Edlin & Eve Meyer in memory 
of Marion Meyer. 
in memory of Hans Meyer & Sarge 
Holtzman. 

Steve Elman in memory of Elliot Klein. 

Michelle Goodman in honor of 
Howard Steiermann’s milestone 
50th birthday. 

Cecelia & William Greenspan 

Alex Ingersoll & Martin 
Tannenbaum in memory of MJ Carlson. 
in memory of Sam Rubin. 
in memory of Alex’s mother, Viola 
Ingersoll. 
in honor of Sophie Rinkoff-Murland’s 
bat mitzvah, 


in honor of Miriam Heath Katz’s bat 
mitzvah. 

Arnie Jackson in memory of Louis 
Jackson. 
in memory of Richard D. Wright. 

Anna & Joshua Katz in memory of 
Alice Katz. 

Stephen Klein in memory of 
Elliot Klein. 

Hilda Landis in honor of the Landis 
Family. 

Shoshana Levenberg in honor of 
Rabbi Angel & her improbable 
invitation. 

Leslie Miessner in memory of Recha 
Wertheimer. 

A. Gordon Murray in memory of Elliott 
Klein. 

Jeanette Nichols & Daryl Goldman in 
memory of Isa Cymrot-Wu. 
in memory of Phyllis Mintzer. 

Susan Shalit & Mary Logger in honor of 
Ray Bernstein, Joanie’s bat mitzvah 
mentor. 

Neal Shorstein 

Dale and Bud Stern in honor of the bat 
mitzvah of Miriam Zoe Heath Katz. 

Susan Tubbesing in memory of her aunt, 
Fay Mutchnick. 

Julia Weber & Charles Fineberg 

Andrea Werlin in honor of Sophie 
Rinkoff-Murland, on the occasion of her 
becoming a bat mitzvah. 

Ami Zusman in memory of mother, 
Hilda Saperstein. 


The Gift of Israel 


Anonymous 


High Holiday Bimah Flowers 
Laura Lowe 

Eileen Lynette 

Richard Meyerson 


High Holiday Clean-up 


Laura Lowe 


High Holiday Oneg 
Walter Leiss 


High Holiday Pledges 5769 
Dana Goldberg 


High Holiday Pledges 5770 


Marsha Blachman 
in memory of Esther Blachman, mother 
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of Marsha and Blanche Blachman. 

Daniel Chesir 

Helen Cohen & Mark Lipman 

Judith Hibbard-Mipaas 

Abby Jaramillo 

Ida Kuluk 

Tom Lakritz 

Avner Lapovsky 

Ron & Ruth Miguel 

Janis Portal 

Joy & Edward Robinson-Lynch 
a thank you to CSZ for their attending 
services and giving their daughter a 
spirtual home. 

Stephen Rosenthal 

Jeff Rubin in memory of father, Sam 
Rubin. 

Sharon Wilensky 


Music in the Mishkan 
Donations 

Larry & Mary Bisbee 

Rose Katz 

Ron Lezell 


Rabbi Julius & Pearl Funk 

Musical Event Fund 

Jonathan Funk in appreciation of 
Cantor Bernstein’s personal 
misheberach before his recent surgery. 
in appreciation of the generosity of 
support received from Jason Feinberg, 
Ron Lezell, James Carlson and Mike 
Kurokawa. 

Jonathan Funk & John Arnold 
in memory of James Carlson’s aunt, 
MJ Carlson. 
in memory of Ruth Schwartz. 


Rabbi's Discretionary Fund 

Anonymous 

Julie Dort & Jenni Olson 

Jonathan Funk in appreciation of 
Rabbi Angel, Alex Ingersoll and the 
Congregation for their support during 
his recent illness. 

Avraham Giannini in memory of his 
uncle, Aladino Stefani. 
in memory of his father, Tom Giannini. 

Alex Ingersoll & Martin 
Tannenbaum in memory of Larry 
Tannenbaum. 

Philip Kaplan & Ilona Turner 
in appreciation of Rabbi Angel’s 
services at their wedding. 

Anno & Joshua Katz in memory of 


Dorothy Wood. 
Sherie Koshover in loving memory of family 
of d friends. 
: n Murland & Barbara Rinkoff in 
memory of Milton Murland. 

Jeff Rubin in honor of Rabbi, Staff and 
the Congregation. 

Sharyn Saslafsky in honor of Marcy 
Adelman for receiving an award from 
SF’s Civic Ventures. 

Irene & Fred Tannenbaum 

Martin Tannenbaum in honor of Rabbi 
Angel’s remarkable contribution 
to Torah. 

Lydia & David Zinn in memory of 
Morton Lichtenberg. 


Social Action Fund 


David Friedman in honor of Howard Andréa D. Guerra Photography 


Steiermann’s 50th birthday. B’nei Mitzvahs, Weddings, Civil Ceremonies, 
Max & Stefan Strassfeld in honor of and other life cycle events 


Sophie Rinkoff-Murland’s bat mitzvah. You can view my images in the Oneg Room and on my web-site: 
Ss www.andreadguerra.com 
Please contact me at 415.845.6800 
andrea.d.guerra@gmail.com 


BATTORNEYS AT LAW 


LEGAL HELP? 


3 Contact David Gellman 


ESTATE PLANNING —BUSINESS LAW —REAL ESTATE 
LITIGATION — CONDOMINIUM CONVERSION 
TENANCY-IN-COMMON — PROBATE 
PERSONAL INJURY — EMPLOYMENT DISCRIMINATION 


1388 Sutter Street, Suite 1000 
San Francisco 94109-5494 
Phone: 415-673-5600 

Email: DGellman@ g3mh.com 
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October 

2/3 

Bimah Flowers Generously Sponsored 
by Joan Goldman In memory of her 
parents, Abraham & Ruth Goldman. 

Friday Oneg Generously Sponsored by 
Michael Tyler & Amy Schustack In 
memory of Michael’s grandfather, Elias 
Tyler. 

Saturday Kiddush Generously Spon- 
sored by Susan Shalit & Mary Logger 
In honor of Joanie’s becoming a bat 
mitzvah. 


9/10 

Bimah Flowers Generously Sponsored 
by Mark Pressler In memory of Jeffrey 
A. Miller. 


16/17 

Bimah Flowers Generously Sponsored 
by Carolyn Pines & Judy Schwartz In 
honor of the bat mitzvah of Sophie 
Rinkoff-Murland. 

Friday Oneg Generously Sponsored by 
Martin Tannenbaum & Alex Ingersoll 
In loving memory of Larry Tannen- 
baum. 


Saturday Kiddush Generously Spon- 
sored by Barbara Rinkoff & Ellen Mur- 
land In honor of the bat mitzvah of 
their daughter, Sophie Rinkoff-Murland. 


23/24 

Bimah Flowers Generously Co-spon- 
sored by Jonathan Strober & David 
Holt In honor of the welcoming & nam- 
ing of their daughter, Tallulah Grace 
Strober- Holt. 

& ; 

Jean Katz In honor of the bat mitzvah of 
Miriam Heath Katz. 

Friday Oneg Generously Sponsored by 
Jonathan Strober & David Holt In 
honor of the welcoming & naming of their 
daughter, Tallulah Grace Strober-Holt. 

Saturday Kiddush Generously Spon- 
sored by Lisa Katz & Sharon Heath [n 
honor of the bat mitzvah of their daugh- 
ter, Miriam Heath Katz. 


30/31 
Friday Oneg Generously Sponsored by 
Michael Bettinger & Robert Goldstein 


To celebrate the 22nd anniversary of 
their kiddushin. 


ZEPHYR 


REAL ESTATE 


_WWW.RICHARDMEYERSON.COM 
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November 

13/14 

Bimah Flowers Generously Sponsored e 
by ; 

Cantor Sharon Bernstein In honor of Dr. 
Francesco Spagnolo. 


Friday Oneg Generously Sponsored by 
Jim Acerra & Tony Enriquez [n mem- 
ory of Jim’s mother, Blanche Acerra. 


20/21 

Bimah Flowers & Saturday Kiddush 
Generously Sponsored by Carolyn 
Reiser & Karren Shorofsky In honor of 
the bat mitzvah of their daughter, Julia 
Reiser Shorofsky. 

Friday Oneg Generously Co-sponsored 
by Tim Detmers In memory of friends, 
Harvey Levine & Eleanor Groszmann. 
& 

The Keene & Mishook Families In 
honor of Meg Keene’s welcoming into the 
covenant. 

Saturday Kiddush Generously Spon- 
sored by Carolyn Reiser & Karren 
Shorofsky In honor of the bat mitzvah 
of their daughter, Julia Reiser Shorofsky. 


Nourish your values | 
with your investments | 


* Comprehensive personal 
financial planning aligned 
with your progressive values 

* Fee-only CERTIFIED 
FINANCIAL PLANNER® 
specializing in Socially 
Responsible Investments 

¢ Dynamic, principled, small 
business consulting 

¢ Free initial consultation 


Jim Frazin, CFP®, AIF’ 
»@© 415.337.4566 
" (@ jf@shibboleth.com 


Jim Frazin, is an Investment 


an independent investment advisory | 
firm registered with the SEC. 


Life Cycles 

Mazel tov to Joanie Shalit on her 

~ @empming a Bat Mitzvah on October 3. 
Mazel tov to Sophie Rinkoff-Mur- 
land on her becoming a Bat Mitzvah on 
October 17. 

Mazel tov to Miriam Heath Katz on her 
becoming a Bat Mitzvah on October 24. 

Mazel tov to Jonathan Strober on the 
Baby Naming of his daughter Tallulah 
Grace Strober-Holt, which took place on 
Oct 23. 

Mazel Toy to Vanessa and Alison 
Jacoby on the birth of their son, Theo 
Fox Jacoby. Theo was born on Friday 
evening, November 6, weighing 7 lbs 6 
oz. And Mazel Tov to Scott Lawrence 
Jacoby on becoming a big brother! 

Mazel Tov to Meg Keene on her Wel- 
coming to the Covenant on November 20. 

Mazel Tov to Julia Shorofsky on be- 
coming a Bat Mitzvah on November 21. 


Naches 
Yashir Koach to Lucy Bernholz, who has 
been named a Fellow of the New Amer- 
ica Foundation for 2009-2011, an honor 
gamich includes a two-book publishing 
3. She has also been named a visiting 
scholar at Stanford University’s Center 
for Philanthropy and Civil Society for 
__ the 2009-2010 school year. 
Yashir Koach to Dennis Ybarra for his 
___ being featured in a one hour documen- 
tary on Fox News entitled Do You Know 
What Textbooks Your Children Are Really 
_ Reading? - which aired on September 
4-5. http://troublewithtextbooks.org 
Dennis appeared because of his co- 
authoring The Trouble with Textbooks. 

Yashir Koach to Ruby Cymrot-Wu, 
who has been featured by the Jewish 
Federation as a Bay Area LGBT Jewish 
Leader, most recently joining the staff 
of the Transgender Economic Empow- 
erment Initiative (TEE]I). 

Yashir Koach to Jo Ellen Green Kaiser on 
the website relaunch of Zeek: A Jewish Jour- 
nal of Thought and Culture. Zeek is still inde- 
pendent, but is now partnering with the 
Forward online. http://zeek.forward.com/ 

Yashir Koach to Lucy Bernholz, who 
was named by Huffington Post as a 

( 10 Philanthropy Game Changer. 
ashir Koach to Tiela Chalmers and 
Ora Prochovnick, who were both hon- 
ored as recipients of the Eviction 


Defense Collaborative’s Annual Com- 
munity Awards for “outstanding contri- 
butions to tenant advocacy and work in 
homelessness prevention.” 

Yashir Koach to Tom Lakritz who was 
selected to serve as a patient co-chair of 
the Markers to Personalize Treatment 
session at the National Cancer Insti- 
tute’s Translational Science Meeting. 


Thank Yous 


With 70 people in attendance, Cosmos at 
the bar, and an engaging presentation by 
Gregg Drinkwater, David Shneer, our own 
Rabbi Camille Shira Angel, along with 
many other contributors, the Torah 
Queeries party on October 11 was a smash- 
ing success! Thanks to the volunteers who 
made it possible, including organizer Jo 
Ellen Green Kaiser, bartender Noah Naca- 
mulli; greeters Alan Michels, Laureen 
Kim, Andy Schwartz and John Mark 
Eggerton; booksellers Shoshana Leven- 
berg and Howie Hahn; food preparers 
Andrea Guerra and Aaron Danzig. Thanks 
also to Ben Hansen for extra clean-up help! 
We wish to thank Marty Rawlings-Fein 
for his years of service as the co-chair of the 
Welcoming Committee as he steps down 
to focus more time and energy on graduate 


school. And we also give a big thanks to 
his wife, Shelli Rawlings-Fein, who is step- 
ping up to co-chair the Welcoming Com- 
mittee, alongside Jim Acerra, who 
continues to steer the ship and create fabu- 
lous programming and a welcoming envi- 
ronment for our Sha’ar Zahav community. 

Thank you to all who upheld the 
mitzvah of tzedakah by donating food 
and/or money at the Interfaith Thanks- 
giving service. 


New Members 
We warmly welcome the following new 
members to the Sha’ar Zahay Commu- 
nity: Matt Belitsky; Dana Lazarovitz and 
Scot Thompson; Bryan Levinson; 
Amelia Naliman; Scott Rubin, Stephen 
Moore, and their children Zeke (9) and 
Stella (5); Cindy Steinberg; Liz Steinfield 
and her son, Solomon David Steinfield 
(who was born on October 12, 2009)); 
Helene Wenzel; and Karlyn Lotney 
And we welcome back returning 
members: Cindy Icke; Ann Ritzma, 
Elaine Porter, and their sons Ben (17) 
and Noah (14) Ritzma Porter; and Vir- 
ginia Donohue, Mark Klaiman, and 
their children Liam (9), Sydney (9), 
Johanna (9), and Quinn (7) 


Be a Sponsor! 


Commemorate a Yahrzeit, celebrate a special 
occasion, honor someone special by providing 
food after services (oneg/kiddush), beautiful 
flowers for our sanctuary, childcare during 
services or the Friday Night Live pizza dinner. 


Friday Oneg ($280) 
Shabbat Kiddush ($180) 
Bimah Flowers ($130) 
Friday Night Live Dinner ($150) 
Childcare ($100) 


Partial sponsorships available 


To make this special kind of donation please contact 
Regina Wurst, regina@shaarzahav.org 
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Social Action at Sha’ar Zahav 


any Sha’ar Zahavniks 
(including the Rabbi) 
attended the San Fran- 
cisco Organizing Proj- 
ect (SFOP) action, San 
Francisco: A Healthy City, on Sunday, 
November 8. Packing the house at 
Jones Memorial UMC, leaders from all 
the SFOP congregations and 
schools placed ourselves prominently 
in the fight for health care reform, se- 
cured an important win for job train- 
ing, and launched new partnerships 
with city and school district officials. 
Some of Sunday’s victories include: 
- Coverage by five major local TV 
channels. 


ai- G AGT 
D 
D i) / 
Ron Lezell 


n October 22, I had the 
pleasure of welcoming to 
Sha’ar Zahav Carol 
Brauner, the Director of 
International Develop- 
ment, and Gordon Silverman, the U.S. 
representative for The Leo Baeck Edu- 
cation Center. 

Check out www.leobaeck.org.il/eng- 
lish where you'll see Leo Baeck’s 
impressive efforts at co-existence, toler- 
ance and diversity. Founded in 1938, 
Leo Baeck operates on the principle that 
all of Israel’s citizens — Jewish, Chris- 
tian, Muslim, Ethiopian, Druze, 
Sephardi, Ashkenazi, Secular, Ortho- 
dox, Gay, Straight, Special Needs, Male, 
Female - are entitled to equal rights and 
equal opportunities. Situated in the 
mixed Arab-Jewish city of Haifa, gener- 
ally considered to be a model of Arab- 
Jewish coexistence, the reality is that 


- Participation of four San Francisco 
Supervisors and the President of the 
Board of Education. 

- A written commitment for the 
city’s allocation of $8.5 million to job 
training as part of the Hunter’s Point 
Shipyard Redevelopment Community 
Benefits Agreement. 

- Commitments from Supervisors 
Chiu and Avalos to meet with us in the 
next go days. 

Follow up has already begun: 

- A meeting is being scheduled with 
the Director of Senator Feinstein’s Cali- 
fornia office to let her know what we 
want in terms of affordability in health 
care reform. 


while tensions are generally hidden 
beneath the surface, much work is 
needed to close the social gaps and 
encourage meaningful interaction. 

In 1999, Leo Baeck opened The 
Forum, the first government-recog- 
nized community center in Israel to 
offer professional outreach, support 
services and social activities for the 
largely neglected LGBT youth and 
young adults in Haifa. The Forum, like 
other LGBT youth centers throughout 
Israel, is a low-key service offering dis- 
cretion, confidentiality and a safe place 
to all of its users. 

Although it has been operating inde- 
pendently with a largely volunteer 
work-force for the past few years, The 
Forum continues to be based, cost-free, 
in the original Leo Baeck premises in 
downtown Haifa’s Hillel Street. How- 
ever, following the Tel Aviv shooting in 
August 2009 fears are running high in 
the gay community that similar attacks 
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- Supervisor Dufty met with the 
Mayor to try to secure a compromise 
that would save our school secretaries, 
including the seven that work in Excel- 
sior schools. He committed to broker a 
meeting between SFOP education lead- 
ers and the mayor. 

Working with SFOP to improve life 
in the City is an important way 
that Sha’ar Zahav caries out the mitz- 
vah of tikkun olam. For more informa- 
tion, please contact Dana Vinicoff 
(vinicoff@hotmail.com), or attend an 
Organizing Committee meeting: the 
first Thursday of every month, 7 pm, at 
CS. 


will be made on other centers through- 
out Israel. 

Security guards must now be pro- 
vided, the cost of which is putting The 
Forum’s ability to stay open in question. 
Leo Baeck and The Forum are specifi- 
cally seeking assistance from its friends 
to provide funds needed to keep The 
Forum functioning. Please join me in 
making a tax-deductible donation to 
this important teen center: 

Check payable to Leo Baeck Educa- 
tion Center Foundation designate the 
donation for The Forum 

3555 [immons Lane, Suite 1400 

Houston, TX 77027 

Carol and Gordon, recipients of our 
new siddur, were very impressed with 
our shul and community. They ex- 
tended a heartfelt invitation for us to 
join them at Leo Baeck on our next syn- 
agogue trip to Israel. If you have any 
questions, please give me a call. Ron 
Lezell 415-626-5748 


© 


@ | 


na cool but sunny shabbat 
afternoon in December, a 
hardy band of Sha’ar Za- 
hav members gathered to 
clean up the shoreline at 
Emery Point. Fueled by fellowship, hot 
coffee, and the enthusiasm of children 
excited to clean up and make a differ- 
ence, we filled six trash bags. We left 
the small beach markedly cleaner than 
@: it, and had such a good time 
we found ourselves looking for- 
ward to doing it again — perhaps an an- 
nual event? 


The clean-up was inspired by young 
Solly Lezin-Schmidt. At one of last spring’s 
house meetings — part of the Counting 
Voices listening campaign — Solly’s mom 
Laurie told the story of his anguish at all the 
trash he saw on the beach, expressing 
deeper worries about how we are treating 
the earth. Out of sharing that story publicly, 
Laurie resolved to organize this clean-up 
event, reminding all of us that we can make 
a difference. Thank you, Laurie and Solly! 

Kelly Thiemann, Susan Lubeck, Eli 
and Max Barnett-Abrams and moms 
Carol and Tamara, and Solly Lezin- 


Schmidt and moms Alexis & Laurie all 
joined in. Amira Haveson-Lezin napped 
in the car while mom Justyn provided 
moral and photographic support. 
Interested in future clean-ups? Con- 
tact Laurie Lezin-Schmidt at tolau- 
ries@gmail.com. And contact Susan 
Lubeck (susan@susanlubeck.com) if 
you are interested in building on this via 
our ongoing organizing work, in which 
we listen, build relationships, and take 
action. Sha’ar Zahav’s Organizing Com- 
mittee is open to all and meets the first 
Thursday of the month, at 7 pm. 
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By Irene Ogus 


ta small round meeting 
table in a corner office 
overlooking the San 
Francisco Bay, represen- 
tatives of Sha’ar Za- 
hav’s Endowment 
Fund and leaders of 
the Jewish Com- 

munity Federa- 
tion Endowment Fund (JCEF) recently 
met to sign a historic document. This 
document allows the JCEF to manage 
the funds in Sha’ar Zahav’s Endow- 
ment Fund. 

For many years Sha’ar Zahav leaders 
have grappled with whether we want to 
manage our own money or have it man- 
aged by an outside group of profession- 
als. After meeting with JCEF 
spokespersons last year, the current 
Sha’ar Zahav Endowment Board rec- 
ommended we ask JCEF to handle our 
funds. The Va’ad concurred. 

An endowment fund is money 
donated to an institution, often with the 


; y 


stipulation that the principal remain 
untouched. The institution invests the 
principal and the income is available for 
use. Such funds exist to guarantee that 
the institution will be able to meet its 
obligations — especially in stressful 
times. They can also provide funds for 
new initiatives. Many educational insti- 
tutions have “endowed chairs” — and 
synagogues often have something com- 
parable for programs or for clergy or 
other professionals. 

THE CSZ ENDOWMENT FUND. In 1987, 
Sha’ar Zahav leaders separated our 
Endowment Fund from the synagogue’s 
operating funds. The Fund has its own 
board consisting of our five immediate 
Past Presidents, who direct investment 
and expenditure of the funds. The 
bylaws state that any gift to Sha’ar Zahav 
from an estate automatically goes into 
the Endowment Fund. In 1997, a signif- 
icant portion of our Endowment Fund 
was allocated as a loan to purchase and 
renovate our current beautiful building. 
We could not have accomplished buying 
the building without those funds. 
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Over the past year, we realized that 
we had not been actively managing our 
Endowment Fund and had not initiated 
any kind of campaign to reach out to 
our members for planned gifts. Our 
goal is an endowment fund of suffi- 
cient size so that the income could 
actually constitute a material contribu- 
tion to our operating expenses or one- 
time needs. The Fund currently has a 
balance of approximately $130,000. In 
looking at options, JCEF demonstrated 
their competence, professionalism and 
eagerness to work with us. They also 
have materials and information that we 
can use to inform our members and 
want to help us as we begin to structure 
our campaign to build our Endowment 
Fund. 

MOVING FORWARD. With our funds 
now under capable management, we 
can turn our attention to growing the 
Fund. Some ways to give to Sha’ar 
Zahav’s Endowment Fund include: 

w An outright gift of cash; 

mw Marketable securities and certain 
real estate or business assets; 

w A bequest in your will or trust; 

w Establishing a life income plan 
such as a Charitable Gift Annuity, 
Pooled Income Fund or Charitable 
Remainder Trust; 

w A current testamentary gift from a 
qualified retirement plan; or 

wA gift of a life insurance policy. 

We are now in the process of form- 
ing a committee to formulate a plan for 
developing our Endowment Fund, with 
an initial focus on planned giving. We 
look forward to talking with you more 
about this in the coming months. If you 
are interested in working with us on 
this committee please do let me know. 
You can teach me at keenireneo@sbc- 
global.net. 

Many of our members and friends 
have already pledged to the Sha’ar 
Zahav Endowment Fund and we are 
very grateful to them. Thank you 
for thinking about your legacy to 
Congregation Sha’ar Zahav. 


eo our condolences to the fol- 
ng members on the death of their 
loved ones: 


Chanah Harei-Orr, on the death of her 
father, Mort Lichtenberg 


Mike Zimmerman, on the death of his 
cousin, David Gurian 


Greg Lawrence, on the death of his 
cousin, Dominique D’Aurizio 


The Zingman-Daniels Family, on the 
death of their friend, Gladys Topkis 


Eve Meyer, on the death of her friend, 
Sarge Holtzman 


Dan Alpert, on the death of his spiri- 
tual sister, Geri DeLuca 


Beth Rubenstein, on the death of her 
grandmother, Anne S. Reich 


Sharyn Saslafsky, on the death of her 
uncle, Carl Silverman 


William David Holt Il, husband of 


Jonathan Strober, father of Tallulah 
Grace Strober-Holt 


Earnings Devoted to Philanthropy 


SINAI 
MEMORIAL 
CHAPEL 


CHEVRA KADISHA 


San Francisco 
1501 Divisadero St. 
(415) 921-3636 
FD 262 


Lafayette 
3415 Mt. Diablo Blvd. 
(925) 962-3636 
FD 1523 


www.sinaichapel.org 


Pre-need funeral 
arrangements available 


Gene B. Kaufman, Executive Director 
Helen Schwartz, Pre-need Counselor 


January 


Phyllis Mintzer 
Aaron Nacamulli 
Jerome Davis 

Keith Fenton 

Sol Weinstein 

Cheryl Orvis 

Bill Ashley-Dobbin 
Nathan Eli-Weinstein 


February 


1 


N Qh N 


Steven Richter 
Stephen Walters 
John Atteridg 
Ronald Wilmot 
Ziggy Gimnicher 
Allen Harris 
Barbara Rosenblum 
Allan Ellis 

Leland Vogel 

Rabbi Sanford Lowe 
Rabbi Jason Gaber 
Seth Charney 


If you would like 


* To celebrate 
a naches 


* To remember 
a loved one 

* To honor friends 
and family 

* To support the 
CSZ community 


Consider making 
a donation 


Donations can be made 
in any amount 


Contact Shaun at 
shaun@shaarzahav.org 
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Congregation Sha’ar Zahav 
290 Dolores Street 

San Francisco CA 94103 

VOICE 415-861-6932 

FAX 415- 6nGes: 

EMAIL office @shaarzahav.org 

WEB http://www.shaarzahav.org 
Rabbi Camille Shira Angel 
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el 
Siddur Sha’ar Zahav 


A Shabbat, Weekday and Festival prayerbook 
for people of all sexual and gender identities 


Bring a piece of Sha’ar Zahav home with this beautifully 
designed egalitarian siddur, filled with words written by 
members of our congregation. A book to treasure, you 
will turn to its pages for Shabbat kiddush, for memorial 
prayers, for times of happiness and sadness. Even when 
you can’t make it to services, you will feel our community 
singing through these pages. 


Members, order your siddur for just $36 plus tax. 
Non-members pay $50 plus tax. ad 
Available by contacting the Sha’ar Zahav office 

(Shaun, 415-861-6932x304) or get instant gratification 

by ordering it online at www.siddurshaarzahav.com 
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